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The Rector's  Message   

Dear Friends and Companions in Ministry,

On January 6th, we celebrate the last day of Christmas and 
the beginning of the Epiphany season. We will be in the 
Epiphany season for all of January and into February until 
we reach Ash Wednesday on February 17th. The Feast of 
the Epiphany, on January 6th, celebrates specifically how 
God was revealed to us in the baby Jesus, and how the wise 
men followed the star to find the Christ. That great light 
shone in the sky, and the wise men had the vision to see 
that a new king had been born, and not just any king, the 
king of the Jews. Throughout the Season of Epiphany we 
will consider, with the aid of our Gospel readings, how 
God has been made manifest in our faith history. 

How has God been made manifest in your life? When did 
you have a sense that God was revealed to you? God works 
through the circumstances of our lives to reach us. We 
don’t have to be in any special place or have any special 
education to know God. As you look back over your life, 
and perhaps pray about specific situations, people, and 
events, do see God at work with a fresh perspective that the 
passing of time provides? What have been your Epiphany 
moments? The Season of Epiphany reminds us that God 
desires to be known by us, and that God, who has revealed 
God’s self in numerous ways in the past, will continue to 
do so.  Our faith and our spiritual practices give us the vi-
sion to see the light, the revelation of God, and to follow 
that light as we are called to do. 

May the Season of Epiphany be a time for you to grow in 
your knowledge of God’s great love for you.

Hilary+

The Season 
of 

Epiphany

Vestry News and Election

We have excellent individuals standing for election to the 
vestry; you can read about them on page 9. During the An-
nual Meeting on Sunday January 17th, immediately follow-
ing the 10:00 a.m. service, we will elect three persons to 
the vestry to serve for three years. Going off the vestry this 
year are Mary Ellen Krueger, who has worked with Parish 
Life and been our Senior Warden this last year, and Sue 
Sunderlin, who, among other contributions, has worked 
with the Outreach program. Diane O’Hara was elected two 
years ago to finish the three year term on the occasion of a 
vestry member stepping down owing to work demands.  
Janice Hall, who was elected last year, has had to step 
down because of health-related matters. At the December 
vestry meeting, the vestry voted to appoint Diane O’Hara 
to finish Janice Hall’s term as is allowed by our parish by-
laws. Returning in 2010 to serve with the newly-elected 
vestry members will be: Alisha King, Joe Barrows and 
Diane O’Hara, class of 2011; and Bill Stewart, Flonnie 
Williams and Barbara Epperson, class of 2010. 

Continued on page 9
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DISCERNMENT IN PRAYER
A one-day workshop on spiritual discernment 

with Br. David Vryhof, SSJE of
The Society of Saint John the Evangelist

Saturday, 16 January 2010
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

(Registration begins at 9:30 a.m.)

Christ Church
Alexandria, VA

DESCRIPTION: Making decisions is a part of 
life. All of us are constantly having to make choices, 
great and small, and these choices make up the pattern 
of our lives. The purpose of this one-day workshop is 
to explore the role of prayer in making life 
choices. How do we discern which of the options be-
fore us represents "the will of God" for our lives? How 
can we learn to recognize the movement of the Spirit 
in our prayer as we consider the choices before us? 
The workshop will include teaching and group discus-
sion, as well as some time for individual reflection.

LEADER: Brother David Vryhof, SSJE is a member 
of the Society of St. John the Evangelist, a religious 
order for men in the Episcopal Church. He is an Epis-
copal priest, a gifted teacher and retreat leader, and an 
experienced spiritual director.

For more information about the Society of Saint John 
the Evangelist, visit their website at www.ssje.org. 

Suggested donation: $20

Please register by 10 January - contact the Rev. Erika 
Takacs etakacs@ccalex.org or 703-778-4935

Young Family Nights

A gathering of families that have young children, 10 
and under (though this age is not a rule so much as a 
guideline). Older siblings are welcome to attend. Next 
gathering Friday February 12th, 6:00pm – 7:30pm. 

Our gathering in November was great fun with a focus 
on Thanksgiving!

Tree of Thanksgiving 

What we are thankful for

In December we decorated the parish Christmas tree.  
Each time we meet the children do a fun activity to-
gether and the adults are able to take part in the activ-
ity and get to know each other better. Sometimes we 
have a parenting theme for the adults to discuss led by 
our priest. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Income $17,508.97

Expense $17,020.92

Over the past year St. Paul’s has been able to pay

all expenses without having to take money out of

the Kremer Fund.  This is due to the consistent way

pledges have been paid and generous gifts from 

members.  We rely on this to fulfill the mission

of the church.  We are currently planning the budget

for next year, so if you have not yet turned in a pledge

card, and would like to, please do so.  

Barbara Epperson

Treasurer

Wed. Night Eucharist 7:00pm  No Weds. Service 
at SPOTH on January 6th. Our regular Wednesday 
Night Eucharist with Prayers for Healing resumes on 
January 13th, 7:00 p.m. 

Feast of the Epiphany On January 6th, please join 
us at Christ Church Millwood at 5:30pm for our cele-
bration of the Feast of the Epiphany. A reception 
hosted by the people of Christ Church Millwood will 
follow the service. 

St. Paul's Table Food Pantry –the first Sun. of 
each month, 1-3 pm. Organizational meeting each 2nd

Sun. after 10 a.m. service in Library, 11:15 a.m. St. 
Paul's gives food for 40 households, reaching 180 peo-
ple. Come to our meeting or contact Scott Lang 
(smlnva@aol.com , 540-622-0216) or Linda Binder 
(lbinder798@comcast.net , 540-665-0675) if you can 
help.

Bible Study Groups – the Bible Study groups will 
resume this Tuesday, January 5th at noon and Wednes-
day, January 6th at 10 a.m.

Pledge Cards Please turn in your pledge cards for 
2010 as soon as possible

Pledge Envelopes

Your envelopes are in the narthex

Annual Parish Meeting will be held immediately 
following the 10:00 a.m. on Sunday January 17th. We 
will elect three new vestry members. Standing for 
election are Bob McDonald, Matt Keefer, and Roger 
Inger. Reports concerning our ministry in 2009 will be 
given. We have a special treat this day, our 2009 sum-
mer seminarian Catherine Hicks will be our preacher. 

Attention All Who Serve 

If you help with our services, check to see when you 
are serving and if you cannot serve on that day, try to 
switch with someone and notify Trudi ,our parish sec-
retary of the change, 540-667-8110 or of-
fice@spoth.org

St. Paul’s Honored for Outreach Efforts

The Millbrook High School Athletic Association has 
made our Food Pantry their community appreciation 
beneficiary! If people bring food to donate to our pan-
try on January 12, 14, and 15 they will get reduced 
admission to the sporting event. This is a great oppor-
tunity to help the pantry. We need two volunteers to 
attend on the nights listed below to receive the items 
and deliver them to St. Paul’s.

January 12 – Girls JV and Varsity Basketball, 6:00pm 

January 13 – JV and Varsity Wrestling, 6:00pm

January 15 – Boys Freshman, JV; Varsity Basketball, 
6:00 pm

Attention Kitchen Users – Please use the new 33 
gallon trash bags with the draw string instead of the 55 
gallon lawn and leaf bags. This will make it easier for 
those who lift the bags and take them to the landfill. 
Thanks!
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United States (US) 3,257

United Kingdom (GB)      139

Canada (CA)            67

Cote D'Ivoire (CI)      17

Malaysia (MY)              9

France (FR)               7

Singapore (SG)                     7

Netherlands (NL)                7

Turkey (TR)                     4

Philippines (PH)        4

Italy (IT)        3

Sri Lanka (LK)                     3

Australia (AU)               3

New Zealand (NZ)        2

Germany (DE)                     2

Sweden (SE)        2

Hungary (HU)        2

Ireland (IE)        2

Hong Kong (HK)        2

South Africa (ZA)        2

India (IN)                     2

Thailand (TH)                     2

Ecuador (EC)        1

Switzerland (CH)        1

Uganda (UG)        1

Nigeria (NG)        1

Czech Republic (CZ)         1

Tanzania, United Republic of (TZ)     1

Argentina (AR)          1

Haiti (HT)          1

Brazil (BR)          1

Belgium (BE)          1

Romania (RO)          1

Virgin Islands, U.S. (VI)          1

Iran, Islamic Republic of (IR)          1

Israel (IL)          1

Bermuda (BM)          1

Egypt (EG)          1

Greece (GR)          1

Jamaica (JM)          1

Mexico (MX)          1

Portugal (PT)          1

Spain (ES)          1

Taiwan (TW)          1
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Saturday, January 2
5:00pm 
Holy Eucharist II with Praise Music 
Sunday, January 3
8:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II
9:00am 
Choir practice, Adult Ed, High School Ed
10:00am 
Godly Play, 3,4,5 Yr Olds; Children's Chapel 1st-4th 
Graders
10:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00am 
Fellowship Time
1:00pm 
St. Paul’s Food Pantry  

Tuesday, January 5
12:00pm 
Tuesday Bible Study Group

Wednesday, January 6
10:00am 
Wednesday Bible Study
5:30pm 
Feast of the Epiphany Holy Eucharist in Millwood 

Thursday, January 7
8:30am 
TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly
10:00am 
Prayer Shawl Knitting

Saturday, January 9
1:00pm 
Diocesan Training: Preventing Misconduct with Chil-
dren
5:00pm 
Holy Eucharist II with Praise Music 

Sunday, January 10
8:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00am 
Choir practice, Adult Ed, High School Ed
10:00am 
Godly Play, 3,4,5 Yr Olds; Children's Chapel 1st-4th 
Graders

10:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II
more details»  copy to my calendar
11:00am 
Fellowship Time
11:15am 
St. Paul’s Table Meeting

Tuesday, January 12
12:00pm 
Tuesday Bible Study Group
6:00pm 
Girls JV and Varsity Basketball at Millbrook HS

Wednesday, January 13
10:00am 
Wednesday Bible Study
6:00pm 
JV and Varsity Wrestling, 6:00 p.m. at Millbrook HS
7:00pm 
Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 

Thursday, January 14
8:30am 
TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly
10:00am 
Prayer Shawl Knitting

Friday, January 15
6:00pm 
Boys Freshman, JV and Varsity Basketball at Mill-
brook HS

Saturday, January 16
11:00am 
Diocesan Meeting: Pilgrimage to Jerusalem
5:00pm 
Holy Eucharist II with Praise Music 

Sunday, January 17
8:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II
9:00am 
Choir practice, Adult Ed, High School Ed
10:00am 
Godly Play, 3,4,5 Yr Olds; Children's Chapel 1st-4th 
Graders
10:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II

St. Paul’s January Calendar 2010
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11:00am 
Annual Parish Meeting
11:30am 
Fellowship Time

Tuesday, January 19
12:00pm 
Tuesday Bible Study Group
7:00pm 
Vestry Meeting

Wednesday, January 20
10:00am 
Wednesday Bible Study
7:00pm 
Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 

Thursday, January 21
8:30am 
TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly
10:00am 
Prayer Shawl Knitting

Saturday, January 23
5:00pm 
Holy Eucharist II with Praise Music 

Sunday, January 24
8:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00am 
Choir practice, Adult Ed, High School Ed
10:00am 
Godly Play, 3,4,5 Yr Olds; Children's Chapel 1st-4th 
Graders
10:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00am 
Fellowship Time

Tuesday, January 26
12:00pm 
Tuesday Bible Study Group

Wednesday, January 27
10:00am 
Wednesday Bible Study
7:00pm 

Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 

Thursday, January 28
8:30am 
TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensibly
10:00am 
Prayer Shawl Knitting

Friday, January 29
All day 
ANNUAL COUNCIL DIOCESE OF VA IN RICH-
MOND

Saturday, January 30
All day 
ANNUAL COUNCIL DIOCESE OF VA IN RICH-
MOND
5:00pm 
Holy Eucharist II with Praise Music 

Sunday, January 31
8:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II
9:00am 
Choir practice, Adult Ed, High School Ed
10:00am 
Godly Play, 3,4,5 Yr Olds; Children's Chapel 1st-4th 
Graders
10:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00am 
Fellowship Time
5:00pm 
Men's Mission Ministry

St. Paul’s January Calendar 2010



Lay Ministry Schedule for January 2010

The 2nd Sunday after Christmas, Janu-
ary 3rd  
8:00 am                                                                        

reader: Frank Scheder                                                
LEMS: Flonnie Williams
10:00 am                                                                    
vestry person of the day: Barbara Epperson
greeter: Jamey Keefer
ushers: Rondo Pitta and Greg Pitta                                       
tellers: Rondo Pitta and Greg Pitta                                       
acolytes: Matt Hummer and Natessa Perera
readers: Vic Arthur  (1) and Virginia Allen (2)                         
LEMS: Joan Inger and Lokie Voight                             
intercessors: Virginia Allen and others                                   
kitchen team leaders: Grace Voight
Godly Play: Linda Stuckey and one other adult, help 
needed
children’s chapel: Darrian O’Donnell, Matt Keefer

Weds. January 6th: Epiphany Service @ Christ 
Church, Millwood

The 1st Sunday after the Epiphany, January 
10th                 
8:00 am                                                                 
reader: Flonnie Williams                                                         
LEM: Roger Inger
10:00 am                                                                                          
vestry person of the day: Diane O’Hara
greeter: Babe McDaniel
ushers: Jeff Hummer and Amber Hummer
tellers: Jeff Hummer and Barbara Epperson                                                
acolytes: Chris Wiens and Caitlyn DeTray
readers: Floyd Shanholtz (1st) and Joyce Scholes 
(2nd)
LEMS: Joe Barrows and Joan Inger 
intercessors: Virginia Allen and others                                     
kitchen team leaders: Debby O’Donnell
Godly Play: Linda Stuckey and one other adult, help 
needed
children’s chapel: Brenda Wiens and one other adult, 
help needed

Weds. January 13th: Joan Inger

The 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany, January 
17th                      
8:00 am                                                                                              
reader: Roger Inger
LEM: Flonnie Williams

10:00 am                                                                                              
vestry person of the day: Mary Ellen Krueger
greeter: Josh O’Hara
ushers: Cindy Culbert and Vic Arthur
tellers: Cindy Culbert and Vic Arthur
acolyte: Amy Voight, Leah Stuckey, Maria Hoogev-
een
readers: Billy Dennis (1st) and Bill Scott (2nd)                       
LEMS: Joe O’Hara and Lokie Voight 
intercessors: Virginia Allen and others                                   
kitchen team leaders:  help needed
Godly Play: two adults needed
children’s chapel: Ginnette Perera and one other 
adult, help needed

Weds. January 20th: Bob Sherwood

The 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany, January 
24th                      
8:00 am                                                                                              
reader: Diane Fadley
LEM: Roger Inger
10:00 am                                                                                              
vestry person of the day: Flonnie Williams
greeter: Jamey Keefer
ushers: Steve Culbert and Mike Gunn
tellers: Steve Culbert and Mike Gunn
acolyte: Lauren Shaw, Kayla Shaw
readers: Lokie Voight (1st) and Virginia Allen (2nd)                       
LEMS: Bill Scott and Joe Barrows 
intercessors: Virginia Allen and others                                   
kitchen team leaders: help needed
Godly Play: two adults needed
children’s chapel: Debora Shaw and one other adult, 
help needed

Weds. January 27th: Joan Inger

The 4th Sunday after the Epiphany, January 
31st                  
8:00 am                                                                                              
reader: Roger Inger
LEM: Flonnie Williams
10:00 am                                                                                              
vestry person of the day: Alisha King
greeter: Babe McDaniel
ushers: Rondo Pitta and Greg Pitta
tellers: Rondo Pitta and Greg Pitta
acolyte: Matt Hummer, Natessa Perera
readers: Tom Sherwood (1st) and Vic Arthur (2nd)                       
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LEMS: Lokie Voight and Joan Inger 
intercessors: Virginia Allen and others                                   

kitchen team leaders: help needed
Godly Play: two adults needed
children’s chapel: Cindy DeTray and one other 
adult, help needed

Weds. February 3rd: Roger Inger

The 5th Sunday after the Epiphany, February 
7th                      
8:00 am                                                                                              
reader: Frank Scheder
LEM: Roger Inger
10:00 am                                                                                              
vestry person of the day: Joe Barrows
greeter: Josh O’Hara
ushers: Jeff Hummer and Amber Hummer
tellers: Jeff Hummer and Barbara Epperson
acolyte: Chris Wiens and Caitlyn DeTray
readers: Bill Scott (1st) and Virginia Allen (2nd)                       
LEMS: Joe O’Hara and Joe Barrows 
intercessors: Virginia Allen and others                                   
kitchen team leaders: help needed
Godly Play: two adults needed
children’s chapel: Brenda Wiens and one other adult, 
help needed                                                                   

Weds. February 10th: Bob Sherwood

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Service Lay Ministry 
Schedule

January 2nd    
greeter: Gail Dunbar         usher: Alisha King           
reader: Roger Inger prayers: Sue Sunderlin
LEM: Joan and Roger Inger

January 9th

greeter: Mikhail Arthur         usher: Sarah Gallup
reader: Alisha King          prayers: Joan Inger
LEM: Roger Inger

January 16th   
greeter: Gail Dunbar       usher: Alisha King            
reader : Sarah Gallup       prayers: Mikhail Arthur
LEM: Roger Inger

January 23rd 5:00 pm
greeter: Gail Dunbar       usher: Alisha King            
reader : Sue Sunderlin         prayers: Roger Inger
LEM: Joan Inger

January 30th   
greeter: Gail Dunbar          usher: Roger Inger            
reader: Bruce Gallup   prayers: Sue Sunderlin
LEM: Bob Sherwood

February 6th

greeter: Mikhail Arthur          usher: Joan Inger            
reader: Sarah Gallup prayers: Bob Sherwood

St. Paul’s on-the-Hill Book Group  2010

January – no meeting

February – Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. 
Hosted by Amanda Epperson

March – Same Kind of Different as Me by Ron Hall 
and Denver Moore. Hosted by Virginia Allen

April – While My Sister Sleeps by Barbara Delinski. 
Hosted by Grace Voight

May – This Side of Brightness by Calum McCann. 
Hosted by Hilary Smith

June – The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Lar-
son. Hosted by Flonnie Williams

July and August – no meeting

September – Those Who Save Us by Jenna Blum. 
Hosted by Joan Inger

October – The Invisible Wall by Harry Bernstein. 
Hosted by Barbara Epperson

November – The Silver Chalice by Thomas Costain.

Hosted by Jane Mauk

December – Christmas party and planning for 2011.
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Standing for Election to our Vestry are:

Roger Inger

I became a member of St. Paul’s on-the-Hill about twenty 
years ago when I was blessed to marry Joan, who has been 
a member here for about thirty years. Joan and I have seen 
seven of our grandchildren baptized here. I am passionate 
about church growth and have supported the Saturday night 
service since its inception believing that such a service is 
very welcoming to those new to the Episcopal Church. I 
have served as a Lay Eucharist Ministry for many years at 
this and other churches. You can find me at the Wednesday 
night, Saturday night, and Sunday 8am service most weeks. 
Stewardship is very important to me, believing as I do that 
all we have comes from God and that it is our duty to sup-
port the ministry God has given us in this place and time. I 
enjoy teaching and have led the annual Lent Program and 
the adult Confirmation Class. I have served on the vestry of 
St. James in Warrenton and also on the St. Paul’s on-the-
Hill vestry, serving as senior warden in both churches. Sup-
porting the clergy with encouragement and honest feedback 
has been a role that comes very naturally to me. In addition 
to my parish involvement, I have served in a number of 
diocesan positions, which have included being on 
the Executive Board and the Standing Committee. I am on 
the Standing Committee of the diocese currently. I would 
deem it a privilege to serve on our vestry once more, and 
believe that my church experience would be an important 
contribution. I am a practicing attorney and the senior part-
ner of a law firm in Winchester.

Matt Keefer

My wife Jamey and I grew up in Vermont and moved to 
VA in October of 2005. We started off in Berryville and 
found our way to Winchester after some extensive shop-
ping for a home in October of 2006. We settled into Win-
chester because of its small town feel and accessibility to 
the greater metro area. St. Paul’s was having an annual 
yard sale one afternoon and we stopped by on our way 
home from a trip into town. We felt very welcomed from 
that moment. At that point we were “shopping” for a 
Church to attend and had visited a couple in the area but we 

were not completely satisfied with the outcome. A short 
time after that first meeting at the yard sale we started to 
attend St. Paul’s on the Hill. One of the things that we 
liked the most about St Paul’s was the size of the congrega-
tion. Not too small, not too big. We wanted to be involved 
with what was happening in the Church and you allowed us 
to do that. Both Jamey and I were raised Catholic but as 
most of you know were received by Bishop Townsend into 
the Episcopalian Church in October 2009.

We are the proud parents of Hannah and Lucas which have 
had the honor of being baptized into the Episcopalian 
Church by Hilary. Most of you know us already but we are 
probably the biggest offender of not wearing our nametags 
so don’t be shy about asking us our names again.

For the past 14 months or so I have been picking up food 
for the food pantry on Sundays but wanted to be a bit more 
involved. I am honored that Hilary asked me to be on the 
Vestry for this term and look forward to serving to the best 
of my ability. I will need lots of help so please feel free to 
reach out to me whenever you need to. Thanks again for 
your support.

Bob McDonald

I joined St. Paul’s on-the-Hill with my wife Claire, and our 
daughters Ming, Grace, and Liana in 2006 after moving to 
Winchester from Michigan (a welcome move!). We in-
stantly found St. Paul’s to be a welcoming and thoughtful 
church with a clear focus on its ministry of helping those 
in need while teaching about a vision of a compassionate, 
loving God. Over these past 3 ½ years, our family has 
greatly benefitted from the care and spiritual commitment 
of SPOTH. From Liana’s baptism to bringing communion 
to my mother-in-law at her assisted living facility, the 
church has always been there for us. My interest on being 
a member of the vestry is motivated by a calling to help 
Hilary continue to strengthen the church’s ministry, to en-
sure that SPOTH can meet future challenges, and to give 
back to a community that has been become an essential part 
of my life and that of my family. With my varied back-
ground in finance, education, and (currently) educational 
technology, I am hopeful that my experiences will well 
serve the congregation.

Vestry Election Bios
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Happy January Birthday! Happy Anniversary!

1 Stephen Culbert
   Andrew Lambert
   Elizabeth Shanholtz
2 Derek Pitta
4 Timothy Higdon
6 Carl Lauer
    Damon Mintschenko
7 O’Malley Basinger
    Ming McDonald
8 Larry Baker
    Helen McKee

11 William Stewart
15  Madison Hummer
17 Antonio Higdon
     Damian Sawle
20 Michael Blair
22 Stephanie Doney
     Flonnie Williams
25 Gail Dunbar
26 Ronnie Hodgson
29 Claire McDonald
30 Tyler Larson

27 Floyd & Elizabeth Shanholtz 

Join us on the web…

www.spoth.org

We at St. Paul's wish everyone happy 
birthday and anniversary for January. 

If your birthday or anniversary has not 
been included, please help the office to 
keep our records current by giving us a 
call or sending an email. Thank you!

Come celebrate with us!

St. Paul’s on-the-Hill Episcopal Church

1527 Senseny Road   Winchester VA 22602
Phone/Fax: 540-667-8110
E-mail: office@spoth.org 


